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Background

e 4 levels: Elementary, Intermediate, Advanced, Advanced-High
e Each levelis taught in 2 semesters, 14 weeks each
e Placement exams served to:
o Place students with prior knowledge to the appropriate classes
o Certify students who are exempt from the language requirement
m Students who are placed into the third-year level (i.e. Advanced)
are exempt



Fall 2022

Before exam:

Self assessment
(200 statements, 5
levels, 4 skills using
ACTFL can-do
statements)

Email to set up a test
time (at students’
convenience)

During exam:

Oral exam

Reading and
Writing exams via
Zoom

Total: ~75 minutes

Post exam:

Perception
survey
administered
Results
announced
Questions or
complaints
handled



Fall 2022 Reading Exam

1. Followed SEALC Reading workshop instructions
2. Students were given prompts, answer sheets, readings separately.
a. Task 1(02 restaurant reviews) - 5 min reading+ 5 min writing answers
I. The students are asked to read through a shared screen and write
down key ideas or anything they can (5 minutes). Shared screens
was stopped sharing after that. Ss has 5 minutes to work on their
answer sheets.
ii. Task type: Recall protocol + Table
b. Task 2 (Language course advertisement): 20 min total
I. Task type: Open-ended questions



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zCX_AOySOwD4DoLnItUJBkKgnf0ugUaH8DwFi-Lb56k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D2AOw4cvGJVQikdxPiG6Cojv5uM5wy3Iu7G2UUOBVUg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1osQSGahgN4U6cskXBsZCgUpqPVah6JNYf50QbF2cvI0/edit?usp=sharing

B4nh mi 25
Dia chi: 25 Hang C4, Q.Hoan Kiém, TP.Ha Noi
Gio' mé ban: 07:00 — 21:00

Gi4 tham khio: 25.000 — 35.000d

Nim & giita 1ong tha d6, Banh mi 25 12 tiém banh mi Ha Néi dugc nhiéu du khach quéc té yéu thich.
Quéan c6 nhiéu loai nhan nhung cac “fan cimg” thudng lya chon nhiéu nhét 14 banh mi bo 4p chao phd
mai 35k va banh mi thap cdm 35k. Bo 4p chao ddm da, kém thém 16p phé mai béo ngay. Con thap cdm
thi ¢6 pate, xtc xich, thit vién, lap xuong xong khéi va x4 xiu. Banh thap cAm c6 huong vi hoa quyén
tinh té, cac nguyén li€u troi madi tao nén mot téng thé vira ngon, thom lai hai hoa. Vo banh gion, cach
ché bién tai quéan ciing sach s&. Khi vao quén, ban ciing c6 thé nhin thdy khong gian bép ban ron véi
mdt loat nhén vién tré trung than thién ngf‘)i ché bién nhan béanh, xép céc khau phﬁn phuc vu khach rat
s01 dong.

Chi véi gi tir 25.000 dong dén 35.000 ddng, khach hang d3 c6 thé an chiéc banh mi véi céc loai nhan
thom ngon nhu thap cim, pate, trimg, thit ga, x4 xiu...Quan ciing c6 ca banh nhan chay danh cho ngudi
an chay. Thém mot diém cong 16n 14 khong gian rong rii, thoang mat. Ban vira dugc thudng thirc banh
mi ngon, vira ubng nude tro chuyén va ngam cudc séng sinh hoat tip nap & phd cd Ha Noi.




Panorama Restaurant & Bar

Pia chi: 13 Ly Thai T, Hoan Kiém, Ha Nji
Gio mé cira: 15:00 — 22:30

Khodng gia: 200.000 —300.000 d/ngudi

PANORAMA

Nim trén ting 11 Panorama Restaurant & Bar ximg dang 1a mot dia diém 1y twong dé an udng va ngam™
nhin thanh phé tlr trén cao. Néu d3 mot 14n t6i Paris, ban hin da 4n tuong voi nhitng kién triic tinh té,
tho méng véi cac mon in tuyét voi & d6. Khong gian nha hang Panorama Restaurant & Bar chic chin
s& khién ban lién twéng va hoai niém vé nhitng ky (rc Paris d6. Nha hang c6 thiét ké sang trong theo
phong cach Phap, tir ban ghé 4nh sang déu toat 1én sy nhe nhang tinh t&. Noi thit cia nha hang déu 1a
hang nhép khdu Chau Au va c6 tuyén chon kj ludng véi gu nghé thuit ndi bat cia d6i ngii sé hiru nha
hang. Ban ciing d& dangnhan ra xung quanh ctia nha hang khéng phai 1a nhiing birc twong ma 14 hé
théng cira kinh bao quanh, rat thuan tién dé ban ngim canh hé Guom va thanh phd lung linh lic 1én
den.

Nha hang c6 ca khéng gian trong nha va ngoai trdi, nén vao nhirng ngay trdi dep nhidu tring sao ngdi
bén ngoai s& kha thii vi ddy nhé. Khi in tai ddy ban con dugc nghe nhitng ban nhac Phap ¢ dién nhu
lam gia ting thém hwong vi cudc séng.

Mbt s6 mén in ban c6 thé thudng thirc nhu: Swon nuéng sét BBQ, Stp tom him, C4 hdi bo 16 huong
thao mdc, Ba'ip ctru him ruou vang do, Muc 6ng nguyén con ap chao, Salad ca hdi twoi, My spaghetti
v6i ngao tring. ..




Results of the Fall 2022

e 11 students participated in the exam
e Beginner 1 (1); Intermediate 1 (4); Intermediate 2 (2); Advanced-high (4)
e Students feedback about the exam:

O

Likes: topics applicable to real life; instruction was straightforward &
easy to understand; nice balance; comprehensive

Dislikes: a timer would be nice (because | didn’t have a concept of time); |
wish | was more prepared; preferred a time marker for even the smaller
sections

Suggestions: a practice test; a separate listening component (e.g.,
multiple choice)



Reflections Fall 2022

Several issues identified:

Students’ answers showed confusions particularly with Task 2

No students (even at high-advanced in self-assessment) earned a near
perfect score on any of the reading tasks, suggesting potential misalignment
between task demands and intended proficiency targets

Recall protocol task type required more careful arrangement during the
exam period, particularly when multiple sections were required

Both readings are at Intermediate level so it’s hard to separate students from
different levels.



Fall 2023

Step 1

Before exam: During exam
- Self assessment
- Email to set up a test - Oral
time (at some - Listening, Reading
proposed time & & Writing
date with make-up - Zoom ~90-100
options) minutes

-  Q & A document sent
prior to the exam

Post exam:

Perception survey
Results
announcement
Questions or
complaints
handling.



Fall 2023: Reading exam

e 3 tasks (All texts and questions are from SEALC workshop material bank):
o Task 1: Intermediate (Cooking school ad; open-ended questions);
o Task 2: Intermediate (Housing rental ad; open-ended questions);
o Task 3: Advanced (Biography; open-ended questions)
e Tasks were chosen for their appropriate level and length, as well as potential
relevance to this student body.

e The recall protocol was replaced by open-ended questions to minimize time
demands and administrative burden.
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Fall 2023: Listening exam

e 2 tasks:
o Task 1: Intermediate: tour package; open-ended questions;
o Task 2: Intermediate: job advertisement; open-ended questions;
e Instructions and prompts followed SEALC recommendations; however,
audios were selected by the instructor.
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Results of the Fall 2023

e 6 students participated in the exam
e Beginner 2 (1); Intermediate 1 (1); Intermediate 2 (1); Advanced-high (3)
e Students feedback about the exam:

o Likes: clarity of the instructions, comprehensive

o Dislikes: some questions were confusing; exam was long

o Suggestions: None
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Reflections Fall 2023

Q & A documents provided clear guidance to preparation for the test

e Some Issues:

o Reading test: Students’ answers showed confusions particularly with
Task 2 and 3
o Listening test
m Task 1: a lot of names and details were hard to recalled
m Results are aligned with the Oral test (listening skills); not really
helpful in separating students into proficiency level
m Increased the overall time of the exam (~90 minutes)
|

If doing again, need to incorporate Listening task at Advanced level
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Fall 2024

Before exam: During exam: Post exam:
- Self assessment - Perception
(shorter) - Oral survey
- Email to set up a test - Reading & Writing - Results
time - No Listening announcement
- Q&Apdf - Zoom - Answer any

questions or
complaints



Fall 2024: Reading test

e 3 tasks (All texts are from SEALC workshop material bank):
o Task 1: Intermediate (Cooking school ad; open-ended questions);
o Task 2: Intermediate (Housing rental ad; table summary)
o Task 3: Advanced (Biography; summary protocol)

Almost the same test with Fall 2023 but the task types were adjusted and more
diverse
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Results of the Fall 2024

e 5 students participated in the exam

e Intermediate 1 (2); Intermediate 2 (1); Advanced-high (2)

e Students feedback about the exam:
o Likes: relevant tasks, comprehensive, clear instructions
o Dislikes: writing on the computer
o Suggestions: not really
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Reflections & Implications

Does proficiency-based approach work for placement test?
Text & Task Selection: A wide range of proficiency level texts with
appropriate task types worked more effectively in distinguish students
levels;

o Four levels: Novice; Intermediate (Low & High), Advanced.
Certain task types (e.g., recall protocol) requires examiner’s familiarity
with the task format and test-taking strategy more than others (eg.
open-ended questions), which may obscure actual reading proficiency
for placement tests;

Careful pilot and well prepared rubrics is crucial;

For larger program, consider include other types of format for less
administrative burden.

/
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